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they might otherwise reach. Time and 
again, each President faced with a na-
tional challenge has tried his best to do 
just that. 

In this situation, after 9/11, President 
Bush came to us and summoned the 
American people to be unified. It was 
demonstrated in the Senate with a bi-
partisan resolution supporting our ef-
fort in the war on terrorism, an over-
whelming vote supporting the Presi-
dent. He summoned us to humility. 
Many of us joined with the President 
at the National Cathedral in a day of 
prayer to recall just what had hap-
pened to so many innocent people and 
to once again remind ourselves of our 
dependence on our values and our prin-
ciples and on God Himself. 

He also summoned us to courage and 
the courage that America has to dis-
play every day in confronting the war 
on terrorism. 

President Bush also has summoned 
us to sacrifice. But he has not sum-
moned all of us to sacrifice. He has 
summoned the men and women in uni-
form to sacrifice because they literally 
put their lives on the line every single 
day in this war on terrorism, in the in-
vasion of Iraq and in peacekeeping 
afterwards. He has asked these men 
and women to understand the oath 
they took to our country and to step 
forward proudly and defend our flag 
and our values. That call to sacrifice 
has been answered affirmatively over 
and over again while hundreds have 
been killed in Iraq and literally hun-
dreds and perhaps thousands have been 
seriously injured. 

When it comes to sacrifice otherwise, 
the President asks little or nothing of 
the rest of America. I believe if Presi-
dent Bush had come to America and 
said, I need a spirit of sacrifice from 
everyone—rich and poor alike, not just 
those in uniform but every single per-
son—there would have been an over-
whelmingly positive response. But no, 
instead of asking for sacrifice, the 
President said to the wealthiest in 
America, to those who are well off and 
have little discomfort in their lives: We 
ask nothing. In fact, we will give you 
something. We will give you a tax cut. 
We will give you money—not a sac-
rifice asked of the wealthy and well off 
but, frankly, to give them more com-
fort and luxury in their life. That is 
hardly what the President should have 
done in rallying America to face this 
crisis. 

Here we stand today, facing the 
amendment of the Senator from Dela-
ware, Mr. BIDEN, which asks us to look 
in honest terms at the $87 billion the 
President has asked for, for Iraq: $68 
billion for the troops, another $20 bil-
lion for the reconstruction. 

We know President Bush and his ad-
ministration have had no plan when it 
comes to revitalizing the American 
economy. This President has lost more 
American jobs on his watch than any 
President in 70 years. He has lost more 
jobs than any President since Herbert 
Hoover in the Great Depression. Frank-

ly, that is a stain on his performance 
as President and reflects the fact that 
all of the tax cuts he has proposed have 
not revitalized this economy, have not 
moved us forward and, in fact, have 
cost us jobs. 

It is clear, as well, this administra-
tion had no plan when it came to re-
building Iraq. A few months ago, some 
of the leaders in this administration 
were coming forward and telling us we 
would not even need to be here today 
to ask for $87 billion. Secretary Rums-
feld said: I don’t expect that we are 
going to need to ask the taxpayers for 
money; look at all the oil revenue in 
Iraq. The same thing was said by Vice 
President CHENEY and Paul Wolfowitz. 
All of the men behind the strategy to 
attack Iraq told us over and over again 
it was painless, it wouldn’t cost us. 

We are here today knowing it will 
cost us. The President told us in his 
speech to the American people just a 
few weeks ago: $87 billion is the cost. 
This administration had no plan to 
deal with it and no plan to pay for it. 

How will we face this? We will face 
this as we faced the Vietnam war, a 
war which was financed by deficits. In-
stead of cutting spending or raising 
taxes to pay for the cost of Iraq, we are 
going to see the national debt in-
creased. We are going to see the funds 
available for our schools, for health 
care, for Social Security cut because 
we have decided we are not going to 
ask anyone to sacrifice to pay this $87 
billion. 

I believe we have a responsibility to 
stand up and do the right thing, to ask 
the wealthiest in America to pay their 
fair share, to say to them: We are not 
going to give you a tax break that has 
been promised so the money will be 
there to pay for this war. It is the re-
sponsible thing to do. Instead of push-
ing this burden on the men and women 
in uniform fighting today and on our 
children tomorrow with an increased 
national debt, we are going to stand for 
the premise that we should pay for the 
defense of America; we should pay for 
the cost of reconstruction in Iraq. 

I support the Biden amendment and 
urge my colleagues to do the same.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey is recognized. 

Mr. CORZINE. Mr. President, I, too, 
rise to stand in support of the Biden 
amendment. The concept of shared sac-
rifice is fundamental to the American 
life—something all of our predecessors 
on this floor and the people of America 
through history have understood. In 
times of war, we have understood we 
all have to participate. 

It should be no different this time. It 
is clearly a time when we have not 
asked for our society to stand up and 
accept the responsibility—financial re-
sponsibility—of standing with those 
men and women who are sacrificing 
their lives for us. Instead of actually 
husbanding our resources so we can 
carry on that struggle and stand with 
our men and women in uniform, we are 
actually undermining that by putting 

our financial condition into real jeop-
ardy, both now and for a long time into 
the future. 

In guns-and-butter policy, one that is 
totally discredited throughout any 
kind of analysis, whether in the private 
sector or academia—and it should be 
here on the floor—we are now facing 
$535 billion budget deficits in the com-
ing fiscal year, with budget deficits of 
that dimension long into the future, 
borrowing against the retirement secu-
rity of our seniors and our Social Secu-
rity trust fund, using the payroll taxes 
people are reportedly putting into So-
cial Security to protect their retire-
ment to fund tax cuts, at the same 
time we are actually at war to protect 
the American people. 

It is time for us to husband our re-
sources and make sure we don’t sac-
rifice everything on the homefront, 
whether it is economic security, retire-
ment security, homeland security; all 
of these issues are short of funding. We 
hear about it and we cut it back. We 
make sure we are very precise there, 
and then we are not willing, for those 
who are benefiting most in society, 
who have actually enjoyed the Amer-
ican prosperity the most, to sacrifice 
marginal amounts to be able to fund an 
initiative that is proper to protect our 
troops and take the responsibility for a 
broken economy, a broken society 
that, in many ways, is a responsibility 
we have had because we entered into 
this. 

I think it is absolutely essential, and 
I think many of the people who benefit 
from the reduced tax rates we are talk-
ing about not going ahead and exe-
cuting will benefit more because we 
will have a sounder economy, and we 
will create greater wealth in the econ-
omy, and they will welcome the idea 
that they are actually able to share in 
some of these burdens as we go for-
ward. As a matter of fact, I know that 
at a personal level, from conversations 
I have had across this country, there is 
a desire to be asked to help. 

It is really a major mistake, a major 
shortfall, on our sense of responsibility 
to the Nation if we don’t call for mak-
ing sure we provide funding for this ini-
tiative—this $87 billion the President 
has asked for. I stand strongly in favor 
of the Biden amendment. I encourage 
colleagues to as well. This Nation be-
lieves in shared sacrifice. We should 
show it by supporting this amendment. 

I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Dakota is recognized. 
Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I want 

to start by putting in perspective 
where we are in the fiscal condition of 
the country as we consider this request 
from the President for $87 billion for 
Iraq. 

I think it is important for us first to 
recognize we already face next year a 
record budget deficit of $535 billion. 
But that really understates the seri-
ousness of the problem because, on top 
of that, under the President’s proposal, 
we will also be taking $160 billion of 
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